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To the READER, 


He Anabaptiſts in New-Fngland, have in their Narrative lately. pnbs 
liſhed, endeavoured to make Candida de nigrts & de candentibus 
atra themſelves the Inxocent periods and the Lords ſervants here, 
no better than Perſecutors, In which reſpect, it hath been judged 
neceſſary, that ſome one ſhould Azimadvert upon what they bare 
done, that fo ſuch perſons as have been impoſed upon by their untrue Relations, 
may bediſabuſed, Many are of the mind, that it is not worththe white, to take 
notice of what is emitted, by men ſo obſcure and inconfiderable, And 1 confeſs 
I have thought ſo my ſelf, ſo far as 1 am perſonally concerned in any of their re- 
fleQions ; and therefore ſhall not loſe precioustime in a_needlels defence. ' ts 
Ecncurrimus utrinque ; illiextremo furore, ego ſums contemptu ; 5 vincit mea auda- 
cis in Chrifto, It ſcems to me, that the Reverend Author of the following Animdd- 
verſes, hath ſhewed much humility, in condeſcending to take perſons in hand,b2- 
tween whom,and himſelfthere is\nch an /mpar congreſus,and let it be,that for this 
o6nce,He hath contradifted that proverbial ſaying Aqnilz #0n capit Muſcirs. Had he 
not been ſenſible, that by good words, and fair ſpzeches the hearts of the ſimple 
are deceived, this pains would have been fpared. 1 verily heliere, that the Ana- 
baptilts by their fallacious Narrative, have grievouſly offended God ; inaſmuch as 
the things by them miſrepreſented, were not done a far of (for then wifkakes 2- 

| bout them would hare been excuſable) but at home, where right Information 
was eaſje tohave been obtained; had they been willing to have known, and that 
others ſhould have known the truth, And by this means, hare they done i!t for 
themſelves, forcing others todiſcover the enormities of ſome, whoſe naketin. (; 
and ſhame ſhould not have been dirulged tothe World, and to poſterity for <- 
ver; but ſlept in agrare of filence; had not their own Narrative brought them 
forth, They have alſo by Zetters, miſrepreſented worthy and honourable'perſons 
as well as things, and their reports have b:en received elſewhere, with too awch 
readineſandcredulity,as I perceive by certain Complainants, whoſay they d 
ſtand that the preſent Honourable Governour of this Colony, had threatned £ 
poor people, their Chriſtian friends ( as they ſtile them ) with death'; which re= 
report of theirs, is lixe too many particulars in their vindication, an utter wiffzb2g 
x2 quilgraviusdicam,, Th2 Gevernour (whoſe integrity, wiſdome, and modera - 
tion is well known ) hath ſom<times mored, that an old ſexyere Law made againit 
thoſe that ſhould manife!t any publick contempt of that ordinance of lafant Fa;- 

- riſme, might be lenifyed, So far is the ſcandalous report which they hare ralſcd 

-. upoa the Goyernour (and cauſed it to fly three thouſand mites), from being 

true, s 

© © Asfor the Brethren, thathave thonght good to prefix an FpiHe to ſich a Nevtr 7- 

t ive, and therein todeclare,that Moleſtation is given, and ſeuzrity is ex2rciſ:d tew:- ds 

Antiredobaptifts in New- England, meeriy for aſuppeſ:d Error about the ſubjet df 1; - 

Pim, comroverted among/# learucd and boly bps they are maryelouſly teeth in 
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* . Fo the Reader, 


i An NG CTk 


har 6 Pre 
phe cruetties of the Romiſh Church : Some are ready to take it for an intimation that 


the Church-s of Ct:ri't in New-England, are more cruel and unreaſonable t':an 
the Romith Synagogue ; like as the Anabaptils in Germany, look d upon ſuch 
Mcn as Luther, Bullinger, Cavin, Zuingtfhsj&c. to be worſe than the Pope and i:is 
Cardinals. But 14 op=they are far Tom an; ſuch infinuation, and that they d- 
11gnn9 otier ten to ſugge't unto vs, that for men whom God hath by his holy 
_ #pirir age ons through fairhia Chril, tobe cruel toth-ir Brethren, is mott yn - 
reaſorable., Which AT-rtjon, ( though true in Theſe ) if applied ro the Chitr. 
_chcs of tlie Lord Jelus, inthis, ilderp-ſs ;. it is both an erron2ous conpion 
and un;ut reff-Qion, Proteſtants o1ghtnot to perſecute any ; yet, that Prote- 
j.ents ma ' puniſh Protea its 3 andas the caſe may be circum aniced, a Cbngre- 
gation of ſuch as call tt:emſclres Protelaats; cannot rationally be denied, Thoſe- 
of the Congregational may ( as them(ſ:lves in the preface to thzir-confeJion of Faith 
- have prof-tfed ) Filly conciirre- wich the old paritan Non-conformifts, ſuch as Cart- 
TWrigbt;Raico'd, WE: aber, Bains, Parker,&Cc.in whoſe writings, Congregations] Princi- 
fles,a>out Charc! Gorernm-nt,are to baſ-en. Now the old Nonconfor nilts c not- 
n ithTanding theic ſu Teri.zgs from thoſ- t!at took d-light to ſinite their fellow- 
\f rants) did believe that diſord-rs in whol2 Congr-gations were liable to the 
_ Gi. il Magiſtrates cenſure, as isevident from that excellent and judicious Book, cal- 
kd Purizani mus Anglicans, compoſed by Mr, Bradſtaw, and publiſhed by-Dr., 
Ames. &ffirmant f particule- is altyua eas erraverit, Magiſt ratus civilis debes ean- 
Gem ia ordinem redigere, Cap. 2, Th. 6, Why then ſhould we bz r.ndred as men of. 
ittzr,, p-rigc ating, rigid [pirits and principles ; when we ſay nothing :t what our 
Fathers, th- old Puritans, ( worthy Confefors, and ſufferers for th: Truth ) con- 
_ ſtantly affirmed. Our famous Catton, was another Moſes, in reſp:& of meekneſs, 

, aalchrittiaa forbearance as to Difenters fro:n his judgement in matters ofa 1:ſſer 
concernment, yet would he ſometimes make a zzalous ProteTtation, that if Ma- 

£i "rates in New- Exglaud {hould tolerate Tranſgreors againtthe Roles of god- 

- lizeſs (as well as otenczs contrary to what the rules of bonzfty require ) he bz- 
lizved that God wauld not Hong tolerate them,” And whereas the Brethren thar 
hare bſcrib d the Epiſtle, pray the Honourable Governours in New-Eng{2nd, to 

. be carefulef dying that which may give occaſion of trouble to Nonconformi'ts 
elſewhere: I lfheartily joyn with thein in'the ſame requ-ſt; and I can aſlare 

_. them, that can{deration hath cauſed mor? indulgence to b2 exerciſed towards 

F Td Friengs( as they call them ) here, than ever they were worthy of. And l 
F hope it will be.ſo HY, ſo far as may conTt with Scripture Rulzs, and the ſafety 
of the intereſt of Chrilts Kingdome in this Wildzrneſs, Theſ? Churches ar: 

' Tender vines, and I cannot pzrſwad=s my (-1f, that the Br=thren when they rightly 

vnder?and things, will think that the Magi trate ſhoul.l ſ-e li:tle Foxes ſpoiling - 

them, and {hould look on all the whide, as one no way concern?d, As for thoſe 
cf the \ntipedobaptiſiical p:rfwaſion , which differ from us only in that particular, 

] wauld ſpeak to them as unto Brethren, whom ( their Error ( for ſo 1 belizve ir 

IE ) notu ichſanding ) Ilove, and would b at with, and exerciſe the ſame indul- 

gence and compa.hon towards them, as I would have others do to me, who feel 

my ſcIf compaſſed with infirmities. 

I have bzeg-a poor labourer in the Lords Vineyard in this place upwards of 
twenty years : and it is more than I know, if in all that time, any of tro that 
f@uple.Lafant-Baptile, hare met with moleſtation from the Magittrate meerly 
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To the Reader: 
De I Mer nh eee 
OR CR Gi os 
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- + 1. That che, place map ſymagtimenmake a great alteration, as to indulgence 
tobee ... Ir evident, that.that -Telcration js in ons place, not only 
Tawful, but a'necefary duty, which” another. plac: would be dzftrudtive; and 
the expeAation of itirfational, © Fhat which isnzedfa}to ballaita great ſhip, 
- w41l Stik @ T.nalt baat: If a conflderable number; of Astip.cdobap tizs thould ( as 
_ gug Fatbersbere gd ): obtain Liberty from tbe:Sates to tranſport themi-1ves and 
families, into@ wait American wild:1n;/s, that ſo they. might be a' peculiar People 
by themſ-lves ; practiſiog all, and only the in titutions of Chrit; if now. Pade- 
Beptifts ſhould come after chem, and intrade themſelves upcn them, and when 
they caſt m-n out of th<ir fociety for moral Scandals; entertain them 2 Surely 
[they would defice ſuch perſons; either to walk ord:rly with them, or to return to 
the place from'wh-gce they cane. - And-if they would - do neith-r, .th:y would 
think that ſuch Pdo-Bgprits. were blame-worthy : let them th-n do as they 
would be done by ; and dcal by us, as they would have us ts d.al b7 them; were 
theyin onr caſe, and we in theirs, | 


2, Let them pl-aſe toconfider ; that thoſe of their pzrſwaſion in this place, 
. bave ated with-ſo m::ch irregularity and propbaneneſs, that ſhould men of any 
oth-r p:1ſxafon whatſqever, any os the like, the- ſane [-verity would bave 
b-en uſed towards them. Truly ptofefy urito thin, that if afy men, either of 
th: Pfesbyterian, or Congregational'( or nxver fo much of my Y perſwaſon ia 
watters referring to Church-Diſcipliaz, ſhould behave thewſcl:es as the Anabap- 
tis in Bofox, in New- England, have done, 1 think they would have deſerved tar 
_ paniſhmeat than any thing that to this day, hath been inflicted upon them, 
'hether the ſentenc2 paT. d on thzm by the Churches, procee ling in the Nate 
of the Lord Jeſus, were only the abuſe of "an holy Ordinancz; or a righteous 
proceſs according to ScriptureRul- : the following Ammadyer ions, will diſcover 
vato thoſe that are willing to weigh matters impartially, in the ballance.of thz2 
- Sanctuary, How vain is1t for m-n, after they have received ſuch Etcommuni- 
cates into their communzon, and then perceive that the World cries ſhame on 
them for it ; and ſome of their own perſwaſion reprove t'1em: in ſtead of abhor- 
ring themſclves before God and the Workd ; and purging out the old leven, to 
think they (hall come oF: with ſaying, /r was « d-feÞ !' and 1:bo in this world ire 
without their failings? and then by retaining ſuch in their communion to perſiſt in 
their ſcandal co this yery da; ? To parall-1 the caſe of the Anabapti/ts in News 
England, with that of the Nonconformiſcs in Exgland, (cems mo{t nnreaſonable, 
Do the conforming Congregations there, cat ten out of their f-llowſhip for 
moral, ſcandalous evils? I duubt the god:'y Diſcipline w hich their Litargy confeſ= 
2th was in the Primitive Church, aud ſhould be in theirs, is not- found among't 
them : or, if, they ſhould, 1 believe the Nonccnormilts would be loth to receive 
any ſuch into thur Co:nmunion; which the New-England Anabaptilts bave done, 
- and hare perted therein, from year to year, all that aſter conviction. And 
 alchough in their deluding Nayrarive, they fcek to palliate this off. tice, by a folla- 
cious R-preſ.ntation of things ; their iniquity ismarked before the Lord, Nitre © 
and much Sope will never waththem cl ap,, If then Dr. Stilingfl:et, or any other 
thall go, about to flir up Perſecution again} cogicatious' Noaconformitts in 


Enge- - 


Fo the Reaaey, 
Z »gland,and endeavour to juſtifie it by the prattice of Congregational 
Menin New- England: we ſee notthat any real advantage hath been 
given, ( only taken ) from proceedings here. The Author of the 
Book called 7 be Mi/thief of pax ris hath given a fair, and rati- 
onal anſwer to the DofFor, as tv this particular, They ſay, thoſe of 
the Congregational way in England, plead for Anabaptifts bbirty at 
for their 6%is. That they plcad for liderty and indulgence to be ex- 
tended towards thoſe that differ frofii ther only in that point of P4dd- 
&aptiſme, | believe + when I was in Selah] id ſo my elf; and ift 
brcretheir how, [ would do fo again ; but that they ſhould plead for 
liberty urito ſuch pra@ices, as our Anabaptiſts have been guilay of, is 
not calie to believe; or, if they do, it is becauſe ſuch N arr ators as 
theſe Animzdverted upon, have by untrue Relations miſguiled thetn 
into undue Apprehenlions. Nay, I am fully convinced, that thoſe of 
their own way, if of ſerious and gracious Spirits, when once they arc 


_ poſſeſſed with a true Relation of things concerning them, will ſee cauſe 


to condemn New- England lels, and thoſe their Friends more, than at 
firſt they were aware of : How did they bear the World in hand, that 
the Churches here did Excommunicate them for nothing but their O- 


pinion, in ſcrupling Pe1obapriſme ! But that therein they have dealt 


moſt untruely, and injuriouſly ; the ſubſequent Anſwer to their Var- 
ret1ve hath madz apparent fromthe Church-Recocrs concerning thoſe 
mattcrs. 

Finally, let me intreat the Brethren to. believe, that ſome of vs 
would (hew as much indulgence unto truly tender Conſciences, as 
theraſelves It is not fo long fince our own Necks ble] under an 
intolerable yoke of Impoſiticn upon Conſcience ; as that we ſhould 
forget what it is to be ſs dealt with ; or exerciſe that ſeverity towarc's 
any, that we have our ſelycs complained of, in others. Bot the Bre- 
then will readily own; tat ſome men have pretended Confcience, 
when pride, &-perverſeneſs in the will. have been at the bottom: They 


- will alſo confels, that a meer pretence of Conſcience, is not enough to 
' bear men out in an cvil praftice, All the- difficulty is, in diſcerairg 


the one of theſe from :the other. Bleſſed Mr. &urrouhs 
in his cxcel'cnt [r:nicxm, hath'!aid down Ru'es concerning this : And 


- it that wt ich he ſaith, pag.32. be ſ{cund Dodtrine (as undoubtedly it 
- 1s) ſome of our Anavapriſts, have not ſuch charaQters of a tenccr 


4 .. 


Conſc ence up *n them, as were to be defired, 1f men will call un- 


. juſtifiable Prafticrs by the name- 'of their Opiniuw : and when their 
- evils are born witn<'5 againſt, make out cries, that they ſuffer for their 


" Opini6o, 


To the Reader; 

Qpnion, and for their Conſcience ; How is it poſſible, for thoſe to 
h:Ip them, who deſire to keep their own Conſciences pure, and with- 
out offence towards God, by being faichful according to that capacjs 
ty the Loxd bath fct them in ; and giving a due teſtimony againſt 
thoſe things, which they believe provoke him to jenlouſic ? if 4+ 
nabaptiſt; in this Land, have declared their agreement with thoſe of 
the like perſwaſion in England, as to matters of Faith and Worſhip : 
1 doubt not, byt that there are many godly Antipedobaptifts there, 
who will never declare their agreement with thoſe here, as to their 
evi] praRices, which have heen ſo offenſive to Chriſt, and unto hig 
Pcople ja New- Fugland, | 


Boften New-Engl, 
Nov. 4. 1681, | 
[INCREASE MATHER; 
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SELCCKKEKCARS) BRERRRACE BEE 


Brief Animadverſions 


Upon the New England Anabaptifts late Narrative -:, 
" wheriinthe great Miſtakes by thew publiſbed are | 
made Apparent, 


SECTION I. 


Here are two things which every one who deſigns to give 
the World an Account. of the Hiſtory of things done, 
ought principally ts endeavour 3 viz. 1. Truth of ex- 
preffions, with a plain and full recital of all eſſential paſ- 
ſag:s thereto belonging. 2. Candor, in Animadverting chari- , 
tably upon them , not ſetting our malicious glofſe upon things 
deſerving a better interpretation, which rules if the Author of this 
Narrative had in any degree obſerved, this reply had been needtefs: 
our preſent buſineſs is not to vindicate the Do&rine and Pradtiſe of 
theſe Churches in point of Infant-Baptiſme, which if the Anabaprifts 
judge not to have been already ſufficiently performed, we cannot 
help that ; but it being ſo that theſe Churches in New-Z ng land; are 
herein charged with perſecution raiſed againſt that ſort of meng and 
both their and our management of affairs depending between them 
and us in that reſpe are groſly miſrepreſented, and convincible of 
manifeſt falſhoods, of which they cannor be (except willingly; igno- 
Tant, and ( ſhould no anſwer be made) the World might judge us 
truly charged as te matter of fa&,and on that account draw fuck con- 
cluſions as beſt ſute their own apprekenfions , yea, our beft Friends 
might poſlibly be prejudiced at us: it was thought needful to. pre- 
vent a ſecond Error by diſcovering the ſirſt, In ſuch a caſe the wife 


mans counſel ſeems applicable, I fs 2 id 
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Concerning the Author of this Narrative, Divine Providence hath 
removed him from our enceayours of conviction, and the Laws of 
Humanity ( as well as Religion ) forbid us now to be over ſevere in 
our cenſures of him, his everlaſting eſtate is. not my bufineſs to en- 
quire afte! , nurwwovld'1'gt all reflett upon him; if an Anſwer could 
have been made without it: . However. it being Zohn Rr-ſſel with the 
corſen! of tketbulr, of xhom they tellus he Was an Officef, it con- 
cerrs them therefore totard by it as far agthey can. whom to rencer 
o>-oxious, and make known to the World, ſo far as they have 
made it neceſſary to do it by this ſcript of theirs, is the profeſſed de- 
ſigne of this Reply, and let the R-azer take notice,that my controverſie 
is with an Hiſtorian in point of Truth "and Falfſhoot, and not with a 
. Divine in matter of Orthodoxy and Error : in which we hope the 
Anabap:iſts will not be angry, it we are as tender of our reputation, 
as they were in printing of their Pamphlet for the c/earivg of their 


Junocency, 
SEGT..J;.. 


7 ſhall begin with the Title, whick promiſcth fair, and looks 'inno- 
cently ; but yet ( methinks)- might have done better to have fpoken 
plainly and told us indeed what it intended, It is not fair to invite a 
wan «ith a ſpeciops ſhow, and-then cheat him : he calls it a Brief 
Narrative, and we premiſed our ſelves to finde an honeſt tooth!efs 
Relation, but (upon readingit) it. ſeems more fit to be called a Saty- 
rical Inveftive , for cettainly- the /principal part of it is rather a 
Sarcaſmethan a Narrative, or what if we call it a Romance ? which 
(according to the uſe of the word) . is a ſtory built upon a real Sub- 
ject, but adorned with Figions07'2 repreſentation of things accord- 
'Ing as we fancy they ſhou'd be, not regarding what they are indeed: 
'But let it bea Narrative, what is the buſineſs it hath to acquaint us 
with ? Conſiaerable Paſſages. Sometime the worth and excellency of 
a” thing, ſometimes the newnels and ftrangeneſs of .it render it conſi- 
-derable : and ſometimes ir is very. confiderad/e whether the thing be 
-foor no.  ' But whats it thatiis fp. confibgrable.? why. the wo if the 
finflig acberivgy,nnd fuxt her-prigneſs of :Chur ch of C brift, 3n Goſpel, Qy- 
dn in Bdoſtonin New-Egglend © Itis eenrajaly conlderahl ( and ad. 
irable too ) chit Lhyilt ſhould have any jrch Sep One 
in the world, {ince Satan apd; his{nſt are (0 bube. to w 'A 

by ſegrer conlotatits, and open peAied- 


-overturn all Order; partly by ſgret conſpiratits, and 'ope 
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tions, partly by ſedicing Spirits, and diforders of Frroneous perfons, 
ſuch as Quakers, Anabaprifts, &c+ but through Gods goodneſs there 
are more Churches then one in, Goſpel order in Boſfor in N Frgl. 
whereas tht is tarhet an Vbiquitaria» Church. But what Church may 
this be which isfo ehinently obfervable?,Oh Lit is a Church comm on 
(though falfly ) called by the name of Anabaptiſts? and.it is well that 
It is falſly ſo called, elfe we ſhould hardly have believed it a Church 
in Goſp'l Or4tr, becauſe we know Baptiſm is one of thee foundations 
of Goſpel Order, Heb,6.-1, 2. But are they falſly fo called ? Alas 
for our ignorance ! we haye miſtaken the men all this while : Men 
rencer themſelves ſuſpeUted when'they deny their names ; but they 
have but one Baptiſm, therefore not to be called Anabaptiſs; but to 
ceal fairly. by Anabaptiſts we mein no other but thoſe men that deny, 
the Baptiſm received in infancy to be any Baptiſm,.and ſeek another 
pretended one of their own, and thereby undermine the Baptilme 
that hath deen'pra&ifed arid owried by all the Churches, of Chrilt in 
the Worldever ſince Chriſt, excepting a few of their own ſe&, and 
it the word be not ſo proper, yet being generally uſed, and well un- 
Cerſtood, it pleads cuſtume, and may do better thena new one: their 
own term (Faprifs) is tallacious, infinvating that there are none. tor 
Baptiſme bur themſelyes: next he cells us the mov-ng caule of thag 
Narrative, which is very honeſt and good ; It is for the el-a*meg of 
their innocency” and that every goo 7 man may lawfully do, and ſome- 
times ought. The firſt Fathers in the Church wrote their Apologies, 
But it were better ta de innocent without a plea, then to Jo milct ich, 
andthen wipe thelr mouth” ani! ſay; 7 bavy Jone no wick; ani[s. It wis 
high rime'to purge themifeves with a Natrative; when there were ſo 
many ſcandelons things laid to their.charge but, if either the things be 
not laid to their charge, that part of their defence will be vain and fu- 
perfluoys, or the things laid to their charge be both e-ze ani [canal 
exr,they will nevet be able to render them. other then, lo by writing 
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In the next place; we haye an Epiſtle to. the Reader, tv uTer in 
the Varrative, Dignum pareſA «9 reulums, I (trangers will nced«fly 
be medling, they'muſt thank themſelves iſ they get a blow. Thy 
tell us, they /-ave rh: enſuing Apology to pleas fo it [elf ( But it had 
been (riencly to have ſpoke a word for it, it being able to ſpeak fo 
be” 4 B - little 
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littſe-for it ſelf ) yet they are willing to give in -their teſtimony how 
that oe and the ſaore [pirit in Chriſtiaus makes them-in paſſions and at> 
feft ions preſent, though locally diſt ant, and extinds a telow-freling with 
the members of the ſame body) and if that were proper to ſincere Chri: 
ſtians, or charaQeriſtical of chem, they had (aid ſomething : But ex 
perience lets us know, that a ſpirit of Error is as diffuſive, as that of 
ſincerity , and a common cauſe (though bad) can tye men up in a 
combination-and conſpiracic : hence they do well to ſubjoyn that 
plea from their perfet agreement in matters of Faith and worſhip?) for 
if fo, then ſelf intereſt alſo obligeth them to take part with their 
Brethren: and they do it to putpole, having ſqueezcd the quintefſcence 
of the Book into their Epiſtle, The intendinent of it is to accuſe 
this Gorernment anJ theſe Churches of Perſecuting the Saints an1 
Servants of Chriſt ; and they begin with the Churches, where (wiſc- 
lyt aking the Queſtion for granted, which might have put them to 
fome difficulty to have proved ) they endeavour to aggravate our 
guilt by divers Arguments, 

1.- Our pradtiſes are contrary to the Principles and pratiſts of our 
Brethren of the Congregational way in England, which do equally plead 
for the libertiis of the Anabaptiſts as their own 7] But let them not be 
angry if we are hard to believe that theſe of the Cungregational way 
i: England do judge ſuch 4Hnabaptifts as theſe in N ew-Engl, to be as 
Orthe-ox as themlclyes, and deſerve like countenance and favour, or 
that Magiſtrates and Churches are no waycs boun1 to labeur ( ac- 
cording to the power given them) to ſuppreſs Errors ſcandalouſly 
perſiſted in, or to manifeſt a prattical diſlike of them :. is not. this to 
icandalize the congregational Churches thete, that they may better 
accuſe them here? | | | 

2. Onr praftiſes are contrary to the deſign of our firſt Planters, . wha 
. bifr all for liberty of Conſcience, aud we are the Children of thoſe that felt 
the laſt of ImpoJu , and et will rey to others the like ſeverity] 1 per- 
ecive they a in thedeſign of our firſt Planters, whoſe buſt- 
neſs was not Tolerati ere profeſſed Enemies of it, and could 
leavethe World profeſling they-tigg xo Libertines, Their buſineſs 
was to (cttle, and ( as much as in'thenglay ) ſecure Religion to Po- 
Ktcrity, ecoring ts that way. whietith lieved was of God, If 
(thercfore) this People parted, with ſo mich, and were at ſuch char- 
ges for their liberties, why-then do the Anzb\gtifts trouble them,whi 
had neither ſcot nor lot inthat charge ? let tF& go and dothe like, 
an we tha!l not ſo moleſt their Churches, as tlicy. have ſhamefulli 
conc by ours, | | 3 1t 
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3. Tt is atainſt their Brethren] the lincerity of the expreſſion is 
much to be ſuſpetted, fince we know that they do deny us to. be, fo 
much as viſible Chriſtians, while they declare our Baptiſme, not only 
tobe a mai Adminiſtration, but a meer nullity. Bur granting it, 
we never could finde that Diſcipline rightly adminiſtred, was againſt 
Chriſtian charity ; and yet the ſubjeR of itis Brethren; yea the neg- 
leR of that duty ( incaſe ) would argue want of love, if not hatred, 
Levit. 19+ 17+ 

4. But they are Brethren that avowedly profeſs and appeal to the 
ſeme rule ] But what if the Churches, in their bearing witneſs againſt 
them, do appeal to the ſame rule ? and think they ſhould violate it 
by negle&ing this duty, how ſhall we do then ? why do they cenſure 
our Church cenſures againſt them that have ſometimes been our 
Members? we do ayowedly appeal to the ſame rule. Is it ſufficient 
to ſatisfie men in one anothers proceedings (though contrary ) be- 
cauſe they appeal to the ſame rule; this muſt certainly be ſome Leſ- 
bian Rule, that may ſquare to all mens Opinions and fancies. 

$. T hat the preſent molrſtation given thrm is meerly fer a ſuppoſed Er- 
yor relating to the Subjeft of Baptiſme?] Here learn, how dangerous 
a thing, it is, to take a thing for truth, upon the credit of prejudiced 
perſons. How untrue this is, there will be afterward occaſion in %i- 
vers examples to make appear : only we muſt give them leave to call 
it a ſuppoſed error; but with whom ? with them it is a believed truth, 
and of ſuch weight, that it were better ſet a fire on the World than 
not ſtand up in it's defence : and ( I can afſure them ) with us it is 
more than a ſuppoſcd crror : and yct that that hath. been the only 
ground of their being moleſted, ſhall alſa appear to be more thang 
ſuppoſed falſhood, _ 

6. It isa matter which hath been, and*(ifwe believe them.) is 
Rtill ab judice: controverted, and that bettvern learned and judiciousy 
holy and good mien] why then ſhould they be ſo ſtifle for it, or we a; 
gainſt it ? it is very weak for men to beſo rigid on all bands abeut a 
nice controverſie, and indeterminable queſtion, which, learned and 
good men have not theſe 1 600 years known how to determine. But 
(uponſearch) I finde it hath been both profeſſed and defended in 
all ages by the Churches of Chrift : thoygh this truth ( as many 0- 
thers ) hath not eſcaped the oppoſition of men left by God to a ſpi- 
it of error; but ir hah fared as well, as almoſt. any greaz Goſpel 
Ta: God having ever raiſed up worthy Patrons for t elkence of 
it. 17 fndamental Troths muſt"be the.more charily or Cubiouſ] 
Ls AS; > | "afſert 
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ferted becauſe men enfatuated with Error and' holding perverſe, 
principles, yet pretending holineſs ( and what Heretick ever did 0+ 
ther ) impugne it, it would be a plaufible way to ſubvert all. 
' With thete Arguments they fortifie their conc!uſion, viz. that for 
one Proteſtant Congregation ( on ſuch occaſions) to perſecute another 
( where there ir no pretenſe to inſallibil ity in deciding controverſies ) ſeems 
much more unreaſonable then all the cyueltics of the Romiſh Church, &c.J 
Before I ſaw that Narrative, one told mc it was a moderate piece, and 
ſhewed a Chriſtian ſpirit. If they intend us not intheſe words they 
arevainm-n; if they ds, they render themſelves the 'Perſecutors, 
purſuing us with bitter wor:is who have thisto ſay that in all our 
dealings with them, we have ( allowing humane infirmities ) walked 
by the golden Rule they urge upon us ( it rightly underſtood) doing 
as we would be done by. 
.. Now they have a word of counſel to the Governours in N-w-Enu- 
gland, te conſider their Brethren of the Congregational Way in England 
left they juftifie thoſe that trouble thrm there. J They owe thanks to 
any that will fairly put them in mind of their duty,only in this counſel 
there lurks a dangerous evil, which they (in retaliation of coureſies) 
are to be admoniſhed of, viz. they forgetthat the cauſe eycrmore al- 
rs the quality of the ation : nor was it ever thought by any ( of a 
oun | minde)that juſtice ſhould not be Burr 16164 en offenders, leſt 
others ( by miſapplication ) ſhould thence take occaſion to wrong the 
annocent : and the Honourable Governours in New- England have 
earned, and are per{waded that if they ſh-uld fin, by omitting duty 
or mans ſake. they ſhould both diſhonour God and grieve th:ir Bre- 
thren To ſcare us the more with this, they tell us how Dr: Sriing- 
ficer improved it to the ſame purpoſe againſt, us] all I ſhall ſay-to 
this is. we cannot confeſs guilty ;for the cenſure of thoſe, who neither 
knowing what we do, nor weighing the difference of cafes (which they 
would make parallels) rafhly conclude againſt us : we humbly con- 
ceive men that are not prejudiced will eably diſcern” that ſupprelling 
with all gentleneſs and tenderneſs, a dangerous error and of bad ten- 
dency ( ſuch as Anabapti/m eſpecially ſo ciroumſtanced as in News 
England it hath been ) and the enforcing of Ceremonies in Religion, 
which are neither direaly, nor by any good confequence required, 
in or by the word of. God. do differ tor» corlo.. PERS. y er. 1; 
:, For the concluding Prayer; we can heartily" ptit it up fo God,a 
might have joyned with them in it r00,hadthey noradded it as a cloak 
to the flander of their Epiltls.” * ode So 7 Or 
| SECT, 
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Now follows the Narrative it ſelf, in which the firſt thing that' ae- 
coſts us is (indeed) a brief account of their congregating, or that 
a&t of theirs in gathering a Church , *where we have the moving 
cauſe, the manner, and the materials of 'it, 

1+ The moving cauſe of it'is brief and pithy : 7: pleaſed God to 
wove their hearts] andif this be indeed fo, then thoſe that oppoſed 
thein in it, and endeavoured to ſuppreſs them, will be found fighters 
again(t God, and to at in vain, for the Will of God ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed, and no weapon formed againſt it ſhall proſper ; and this Ar- 
gument we ſhall finde thera making uſe of ( page 2.) But who 
knows not that all Hereticks pretend to the Spirit and Direction of 
God, though it's certain thac in ſo doing they take' the Name of 
God in vain : andit*slittle lefs then, Blafphemy to bring God in, to 
patronize their fintul Adtions: F 3 

1. God doth not graciouſly move the hearts of any to irreguar 
and unlawful Aftions, and though men are yery prone to entitle Him 
toit, yet He utterly diſclaims it, Fam. 1,131 4+ 

2. Andit is ceftain that wken men grow wanton and Ceſpiſe the 
Ordinances; God ( many times) judicially gives them flrong deluft- 
on to believea lye, 2 Th:ſ.2.1e,1 1. and that is none of the leaſt, to 
misjudge a ſeducing ſpirit to be the ſpirit of God. 

3- To follow anerring Conſcience, which verily believes his error 
to be the truth, is not to follow the direQion of the Spirit of God,” If 
what God forbids, Conſcience perſwades, this is not of Gods appro- 
bation, for ſo he ſhould be againſt himſelf, It is a ſnare and a judge. 
ment to be under ſuch a Conſcience z ſo that they muſt pardon us if 
we ſufpett the moving cavſe; | I 

2, The perſons thus moved are deſcribed from their former expe- 
rience of his teaching : '/ueh Whom by bis word and Spirit be had in- 
ftrufted and taught in the way, &e.) Thus one error begets another ; 
"what have we to Co with the Anabaptiſts 'Kiiria d6xa? do none but 
the Orthodox bring this plea ? we expetec& he fhould have given us 
ſome Rules by which we might have known it,” It is a picte'of arrg- 
Boney tor mien to beg the pripciple, or forcibly mpoſe upon 'our bg- 
ſieſthat whith is the very Diſpute and Conttoverſie between us, 5, e. 
Whither it be an error or no: and they tell 'us God taught therh, 
therefore it is no. error , true, but if we reply, it is an error, there- 
fore God caigtit them'8ot, where ate we now?* are mga = 
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Maſters of Rules and Canons? may not weas eaſily deny, as they af- 
frm without proof ? 

. . 3» They entred into ſolemn Covenant to walk in Communion inthe 
prattcs of all the holy appointments of Chriſt, Qc. aud ſo brcame 4 
Chnrch of Chriſt] This alone will not make them a Church of Chriſt, 
for it ſo, then every combination of Enthuſeaſrts, Ranterry, Saciniang, 
&c. may become Churches of Chriſt, for they do pretend, and pro- 
miſe cach other in words as much as theſe, or any other Churches in 
the World can do: but there are Synagogues of Fatan too, in the 
World. 1 they who arcfit to be caſt out of Churches, (and are fo 
aQually) combine and covenant, doth that make them a Church ? 

4+ They are men of holy and exaQ walking, viz. [n the prattice 
and performance of the boly Ordinances of Chriſt according to Divine 
Inſ*itution ) 1f men were not proud and confident, they would never 
impoſe their aſſertions upon us with an ipſe dixit : grant but an Ana- 
beptiis that his Opinion is true, Md he can cafily prove that ours is 
falſe; bur if you queſtion that, he hath no more to ſay to you, It is 
certain they haye exploded Infant Baptiſme, which hath been acknow- 
Tedged by the body of the Church Chriſtian in ali ages: not only for 
an Inſtitution, but a principal Inſtitution of Chriſt ; but if theſe deny 
it,then we are miſtaken. How like holy men they have walked will ap- 
pear afterwards, 

5. He gives us the names of the men who laid this precious Foun» 
.Cation : and if they had been fuch men as had done this to begin 
right Church Order in New- Englana, they ought not to be forgotica 
Þur had in honourable remembrance; but if they were ( and 1am a- 
fraid the great day will diſcover that they were) the Heads and Ring- 
leaders of a Schiſme, and culpable cauſe of great troubles in the 
Churches of Chriſt in New-E»glana, they had better been forgotten. 


SECT... 


' Andnowme have a Church gathered of ſuch excellent materials, 
and in ſo regular a way; what reception is it they finde in New- Eng- 
{axd ? one would think that ſuch a- Chu rch, and in ſuch a place, 
ſhould have been highly eſteemed, ſtrenuouſly defended by the civil 
Magiſtrate, and imitated by all the Churches, who came into the 
Wilderneſs on very purpoſe to ſerve God in his own way, but un- 
'kappily miſſed of it, till the Anabaptiſts found it out, but lo! they 
meet the quite contrary; they are aſſailed with troubles and Pio 
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and from whom? certainly a vile. i004 hut it uſt be born,the 
are'not the firſt fra NS SENT for RN Sea he thet) ! 
bath al Wayes brf allen thoſe whom God hath: ſingled ont [rom ethers to bear 
witneſs tothetrmth ] true, the World c:er perfecuted the Church : 
But have not the People of God. alſo had their zcal to maintain the 
wayes of God, and counted it their, duty. to uſe. means to ſupprets 
fuch as upon what pretence ſocyer, ſought to pervert them ? and if 
God have proved his People with Anebapti/ts (as he is wont to do Nis 
Church with $ed#cers) who ſhall blame them that have ſhown their 
filelity to God, in endeavouring to ſtopthcir progreſs ? and thus the 
juſt ſufferings of theſe men will be a poor Argument to prove them 
the ſervants of Chriſt, though men may be ſuffcrers, yer they are not 
preſ-atly Martyrs ::C aſa, non paſſio, facit Mart mew. ._ 
But theſe precious Saints, .( aQcd by the right $piriz. of the old 
Conteſſors ) bad counted the coft, and therefore cbear fully poſt theſe p1k13 
ans are now gone to reſt  an{ it is pity to diſturb them. only it might 
not be amiſs to remember, that the vileſt Hereticks, and roffelt Blaf- 
phemers have reſolutely and. cheerfully, x [calt ſyllenly and. boaſt- 
God ﬆ 


ingly ) ſuffered, as well as the people of” torics. arc pre | 
nant with e-amples) and theretore hitherto they, hate. ſaid tie 
to convince any one of their Orthodoxy and fincerity ; they may he 


right, they may be out of the way, for all this... 


We have now done with the Narrative ( handfomely contrived in 

enc page ) the other fourteen arc Apologetical, which they were pu 
upon for three Reaſons. . calico en Bags: 
1- To Emblazen the Names of. their dead. Founders, and prevent 
the Worlds being miſtaken inthem : , and.truly,fiet Founders defetve 
a Record, an they ſhould be unworthy Succe on, they df Ys 
E 


Canonize them : though ( as things are circum t 
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anced )* {de 
men think they had done them a kindnels,if they had ſaid nothing: and 
to mel am ſure, for then I had been prevented this undeſired task of 
publiſhing the follics of men after they are. deadz. The childe doth 


his Father the beſt kindneſs, to ſay nothing. of /him, when by ſpeakin 
he doth bur revive his Infamy. , Bur Lake ln juſt gh 
God on that generation of men. that by a falacions. Narrative, they 
ſhould. enforce vs to make the World acquainted with the ſcandalgus 
converſation of theſe beginners, which bad" ouberyiſe ſlept inthe pri- 
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ag al drags 
Vas of 'Yiis Wierchi they Were ac6d; © | 
Thipry near arr theſis” Beginners: Seartat: 
ous Rb fl etpible'Y "a. sfcfyE'to have'ſcandals caſt upon them, 
and if we (hall fr theſe fiich, they muſt (for ought 1 know) bear 
fy eproach $f it'at& thank thetnelves.” * 
. +: But yet there Ate two tHin ur mee # ar6 t'be-Bloned that 
lay ſcandal f6 wet thobgh wuft;yer it is unjuſtly done, vis. 
| lhe frame \pirir Fee d6 it witty they a/c -ragged- Spiriry } 
Fray is becomes hot men who profels a Spirit of Meekneſs : an] 
et ſometimes the Goſpel calls Chriſtians 'to- wit! ſtand Scducers to 
. the face; to charaUtrize fore men in their'proper colours, and) con- 
Fr carnelly with them, k&T nk » rrp oe us that 
lyghafoyg thi {A s Gt; —— #hb xþ*iP, is fot-to be handle 
Ol tenc 4&1} > Foie They hab ev'Mfritnes Gikcoverel un- 
the greacelt (2) an os 
abs 
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4. $ Sol jborlowd's be ſpoiled by a bad de- 
Vat Hey arges them on pat poſe to'make 'thenz aitour, 

pj TY br titePthem a pebp'/e wt fir t9 hve ): men wonder- 
Pie andertreanlycharitable ! I tdare ſay none of vurs 
_ told them this wa$thier cn 51 why mig*e they not have inter- 
preted it zeal ? Paul fo interpreted his perſecuting Country-men, 
Bur,ſuppoſe i it be made appear that we have not en4cavourcd to re1- 
ls erlons ons 0p oLs but only their perverſe Dofrine,and that we 
hayg uſe {7 patience, gentleneſs roiards men in that” ca- 
g's Exon thedto-beim 7 fot any fuch paſſage of any of ours 
n pjben Rot Wa prev not of it, nor (1 believe)do they, 


atr68j <Fpe teſſipn; though  ſiice" their Book 
el FER ny hs may n not goforone” of their 
Any; 


bad init 
Ul 37d bd J we accept it rcaCily. 
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P oP thjs diſcovrfe ,' Th ſiJeſs,\«cits* + Way 
1; \Thev perſecution! is 'compendivuſly 'xeprbſentad. - Some! vfow 
were ofzentiner:brouy bwoeftnr Canggils, re. ]- (1{uyppoie: they'allute 
10 Af. v0. 17.) Towhichletthis betaken 2 OO Neply, viz. that's 
the Honoured Magiſtrates here are Chriſtian, \ ſo have they: judged ic 
their cuty to maintain the ways«of Chriſt, and: Frengthen 1theny by 
civil Laws, which hath not i'only-been cho- practice! 6f -Reformers. »f 
old. but the conſtant judgement of the:Churth-of : Chriſt tecyidibee 
+he Apoſtles. If evibrnindecinen will -2ake rhis advamapge 16: op- 
preſs the truth, it is no more then may: be done inall other cafes: &as 
it is thought no good plea to keep the Scriptures-fromthe lauy; leſt 
they ſhould learn to be Rereticks; ſa deither to deny the Magiſtrate 
his Cue puwer on ſuppoſition that he miy abuſe it. On this Princi- 
'ple-our worthy Rulcrs have-made Laws again:many:Seds land 1n- 
aruders, and;among ther the 4z«baptiſts/» Thad: imquelling' t'e 
Anabaprift; they do not oppoſe. the truth; but ſuppreſs (Error .the 
are fully perſwaded : and a!though they never-pretended:to'a Lo 
thip over mens-Confciences, .yetothdy:cavepunt-rhe outmar manks 
ſubjc&torthem : and it :we myſt;targytil} all men ure agreed: about 
what is tvuth! before we oppglciErras;\wothall Rani iotiere! is!ab 
necd of #;For the progreſs ofoub Magiftracy inthoexeeutwn 6fcheFe 
Lavs, they have.beeno far from; a viotert, eager,/'or' willing faking 
advantage againſt theſe-men; that; ( notwirhttanding their oppnaba- 
oueſpeeches whentheyhavebeen nm ang 113 ak 1 caTia- 
pre. batlenges) 


ges;#nd pur poſeg indeavours ta irritate them by+Kib 
i; __ proceeded ſlowly, tenderly; fari onahis\ fderhe 
-La thoſe who ſoughriner 1oTune rither their) Names, Liberties, 
or'Eſtates.” Howof:en whenfincs; have/beon laid upoit them, ;hate 
they ſRtoprtho Execution? it any-haverbeenimprifbnech:ithathibeen 
bortiwhemTared teat 7) and thongs onre ao Sentence col Baniſhineat 
did paſs uppntwoet thoivRing-lenders'(! heady wiolentumhen): yet 
.thow they negtected, and fo@rncd . to takennotitt» of iv, refalving'to 
run otmoſt hazards ). nexther was this.improvel!) asany: advantage a- 
' gainſt them. / Nor-is it tobe. wondred that our Goventiburs havebegn 
oppaſte in particular vo theſeanen, (inceguf they xouktnget» Head 2+ 
« monp'asthey wort certamly un ermine che Ghuiches;ririmOcd@, 
i!deftraypiety, an introduce: pooghanefoun (7 15H ) coitunidimuy 
2. For the ſucceſs of theſe endeavours 2vGedi) pheſralrſiilun#s- 
+ hold them 0n1 yhexird by thiſt incant not weakened; bur fir eugttencd and 
increaſed ) Mcthinks I hear the Jows aryingg/ive are 4p/iveriidtd da;b 8 
24bT 4 C 2 theſe 
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 thaſe abonieationr;.) Let i them but emember- that, ciany-_things ate ®" 
gohe by Gods permiſſive profidence, when the docrs:hgve- not! his _ 
Spprobation-:| nor: is jt ra unfaiting -groun4-of ſincerity that they 

hare jihſtooi ſuch trials and arcincreaſtd + we know ( do what we 

can. to-reſtrain them)! Evil men and Seduerrs ſh if. war worſe and worſe, 

and; many (ball follow their prenitions waver» Noris it to be woncred 
at,that.periods diſcontent with the yoke of Chriſt in the « hurches. or 

taking offence! at; particular, A'\miniftrations, which miphe touch 

thcir, own incereſt, have ſo readily followed the faftion of the Ana 
beptifts, of which tort of men, the moſt of their ſociety and Founders 
hereghave conſiſted. 

' 1 + SECT, . VIII 


-/ 2. Their great ſufferings in their Name; anJ 7 it ſhould feem ) 
there are many terms ot -Reproach caſt upun_them : pardon thera 
then if they are very tenider of their Reputation. Only they ſhou'd. 
have gone erderly towork, firſt to have get a gocd name, an) then 
40 bave kept it by walking worthy of it, Here we have a file of fear 
-dalons thing r laid to their charge) they might have done well to have 
bold us where,and by whom, thatwe might have compared them, but 
(i ſee) we muſt dorwhat we can. ard conſider what is charged, and 
'/howr jufily, and whither they are wipe | away.in their deiente, Theſe 
are no fewer then cight: let us examine them. 

1" 4 They aria Schiſmatival company who bavt reut themſelves from 
(the Charoberef Chrift, and rictived inte their ſotiety ſuch as bave 2;ſ- 
: 7\4ev ly lefr the © barehes:) I ; 
*\Aef. This charge (in termes) was never made againſt them by $, ard 
- o part of their. vindication is ſuperfluous z for we never ſaid all of 
' them rent from theſe Churches-: ſome were firangers to vs. till their 
: curbulency made them too we!lknown ,, and others wore never joyh- 
: ed ctoother Churches; but had |.veJ without Communion. But that 

they are a ſociety: of ſchiſmaticks, (if Schilme be an. unjuſt. ren'ing 

from a Church of Chriſt:) we aſſert. Three things they (in words) 
| grant. 1. That our Churches are Churches of Chriſt page 14+) 
-22« That fonie of them were once Members of them {2egei4+) 3-That 
« fw&of theirs did.depart from theſe Churches and: joy in-this new 
eombination ( peye 5- ) now: to: xrove: them herice, a+company of 
'Schifmaricks {: Obſerve, : voy: 401.291 
-. 4:+ That whoſoerer combine-with, and encourage Schilmaricks, 
\ tiave fellowſhip with thees in their lin, fri] VETUrtON 
| | 2. That: 


V4} vl 
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(1) 
2. That Thowas Gold, and Theme: Oborn ( the perſons 1a diſpute) 
were Schiſmaticks, or did-unjuſtly rend from the C hurch whereof 
they were b:fore Members will appear by a true Relation of metters 


. of fat ( for this ſtory of the Narrative, and Truth are <trangers ) 


whereof there is ſufficient Teſtimony to be found in the Re- 
cor1s of the Church at Char{fown ( whereo! they wcre M:mbers ) 
and there are many /aithful witneſſes yet alive, who were preſcnt at 
theſe tranſaftions and can ſay, if theſe things be not fo \ which ought 
to outweigh the ſtory of a prejudiced perſon, who hath all by hcar- 
ſay, wiole very buſineſs is to palliate and lick over mattcrs to ſhape 
thein to his own turn : Here, 

1, For Goodman G:{:; Let the Reader conſider theſe things: an! let 
the Anabaptifts diſprove themy't they can. 

1. That though he was firſt calle to an account about withhold- 
ing his chi'd: {rom Baptiſme, yet that was not the reaſon of his being 
ad muniſhe{ ( as the Pamphlet aſſerts ) nor becauſe he coul! not be 
convinced of Error; nor yet did the Church proceed to Acmonition, 
till luch time ashe (not only ſpake contemptuouſly and jrrcligiouſly of 
the emptinels & nullity of that Ordinance,but alto; uſed unbecoming 

cſtures in the time of Adminiſtration, of which (bcing asked the rea- 
Pn ) he ( before the Congregation ) acknowledged they were te 
caſt di reſpect upon it : nor then neither till aſter much patience Now 
tt Anabaprift; themſelves judge, whicher there be not a vaſt diffc- 
rence, between doubting abuut an Ordinanee, and profeſſecly vilily- 
ing of it by unhanJſome words anJ c:rriages; an] whither they will 
bear with any Member of theirs, that will ſo contemn any of thoſe 


- things which arc to them {acred, and acknowledged as Chriſts Infti- 


tut10ns. 

2, That at his firſt Admonition he was not ſententially ſuſpended, 
but. only cefred, for the preventing ofthe offence of ſome, to abſtain 
om coming to the other Sacrament, 

3+ That upon this, Thema Gold took up a trade of abſenting him- 
ſelf from the Mcetings of the Church to worſhip God on the Sab- 
bath, which made a new offence. 

4+ That the Church in much tenderneſs waitcd upor him, and (af- 
tr? many proyocations ) proceeded not to Excommonication, but 
zied with Admonition upon Almonition, and that by the. ſpace of 
{even or e:ght years : nor was he Excommunicated, till ( having left 
his own ) hg joyncd toanother Society, without the churches leave, 
of once asking it : and now ? being twice lent for by the C mo 6 
TY Zz T4 


(14) 
he diſclaimeJ their authority over him. 

5. That Thom 1 Gold did not leave the Church at Chariftown on 
the account of the Anabaptiſts new Church ( as is pretended) but 
had many years before renounced his ſubmiſfion to-that Church. * - 

6, Thathe did ( while under Admonition ) negle& publick wor 
ſhip, an:! gather a private meeting on the Sabbath to his houſe, 
© 7. That he did (contrary to.the judgement of ' Anabaptiſts'them- 
ſelves) wickedly flight the Admonirion of the Church, declaring-that 
they had we diſcharged him of all relation'tothem; 0-04 

2. For Thomas Oibern';, the Churches proceedings with him'were 
with the like paticnce as to Thomas Gold: only it is to be obſerved, 
"that his firſt offence ( which this difſembling Pamphlet, finding ir dit- 
a2vantagious, wilfully paſſeth over )' was this : whercas it is one 

.thing which Church-members- engage tu upon Admiſlion, to walk 
"with the Church in conſtant attendance upon publick worſhip, he 
(without notifying any offence ) did withdraw and ſeparate, fre- 
- quenting thoſe Schiſmarick Mectings at Golds on the Sabbath : this 
. was the offence ( where was the Narrators Conſcience mean while ? ) 
"nor did he ( when firſt dealt with ) pretend any dillike of Infant Ba- 
Priſme, but that the Church gave no liberty to private Brethren to 
 Prophcſie, that they limite1 the Miniſtry to learned! men, an) that he 
did not find his own ſpirit free to come : though afterwards he ſpake 
both of that, and of their ſeverity to the Quakers, though that ; 
Qhurch medled not with them, but only to preach againſt their Er- 
Tors, _ In this praQtice he contumaciouſly perſiſted many ycars, deny- 
i"g himſelf to be ſubje& to that Church, or bound to aſſemble with 
them (though he had Tolemnly given himſelf upto them in Covenant) 
ſighting many Admonitionsz and afterwards ( with Thomas Got4 ) 
went off to, and became.a worthy Pillar of an Anabaptif Church. 
And whereas he inſiſts ſo upon a bitter ſpirit in' the Charch againft 
diſſenters-let ſeven years patience, with ſerious endeavours ? ( inal 
tendernels ) 'to reclaim them, ſpeak whither it be not an andacious 
Slander, And now (Reader) judge, are theſe a Church' of Schil+ 


maticks.or no ? 
DES SECT. 1X, 
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|. 2, That we are Scandalous in three reſpetts, ''r. The Foundaribn 
wanlaid with Excommunicate perſons, 2, We called ſuth- to” Adminti- 

fer holy things, who were juſtly for ſcanial caſt out of oth: C burchee. 


3, For recetving ſuch into our Society« (3 
hs A:This 


$ 


Cay) . 

Av/..This is inJecd the charge, from the juſt imputation whereof 
all their tergiverſations, excuſes, ſuppreſſions of the truth, and ſug- 
geſtions ot talſhoeJ, ſhall never acquit them. I find not that he de- 
nics the firſt propoſition, viz. that thoſe who do ſuch things (alcmg 
the word j«/{ly to the firſt part of. the charge) are to be reputed 
ſcandalous. That they have (o done remains to be proved. 
s 1 Their Foundition was laid with perſons excommunicated and 
that for ſcandal : for this it may be-conlidered. 

1: Thomas Gold was nat admoniſhed for his Opinion ( nor doth it 
appear that ever ke ſhould, if he had carried humbly) but for op- 


' Probrious words anJ carriages againſt an Ordinance which he him- 


ſelt had before profeſſedly reverenced and highly eſteem: d and 
which he knew that Church he walked with, had till in the lite 
eſteem. An 7 bomar O-borne, by relinquiſhing publick Worſhip 
d rettly viv/ated his Covenant, not ſo much as pretending ( at firſt } 
any doubt about Inſant Baptiſme, - | 

-: 2. They both of them deſpiſed the Church, continued to abſent 
themſelves, laid falſe charg:5 againſt them, ſeparated in a priva.e 
meeting, went off to the An4bapriſt: without asking leave, ani fo be- 
came { ſuppoſed ) Members of one before they were regularly Ciſ- 
6harged of their obligation to anotFer Church : all which things are 


- againſt the Anabaptiſ/s own profeſſed Rules if they will ſtand to 


their confeſſion. Whereas he ſaith, their not braring the Churth was 
torking ole but their not coming when the Church ſent for then] itis a 
fooliſh pretence:: their nor hearing the Church was their appear'in 
an ! proving themſelves. impenitent. an that after many Treſttics uſed 
with them many ſolemn Admonitions laid upon them. convidtions 
{ fficiently offered. of fins againſt the light of their Conſciences,. and 
which (it's-.certain) they wor td have acknowled ze, had it not been 
for ſcar of being reconciled to the Church, whoſe Excommunication 
they feared not, but impulertly defired, The truth is, they were 
weary of their Church Relation, an1 reſolved to get ri of it, and 
not kno:vy ng any regular way tv obtain it, they choſe to fin 1acher 
then ſuffer ;, an] undergo a juTExcommunication, that they might 
be by themſelves;.prefuming that'they could blind the World wi:tta 
vain preie.jfe that. they were cjc&rd for no other reafon- but be- 
cauſe they queſtioned the right-of  tnfanc Baptiſme. © Hence T how 
Gel4 did particutarly cxprels b2fore the Church his defire ro'be cx- 
communicated, which: yer they proceeded not to (till by a-firſt and 
ſtrondrefulal ro appear at the Churches. citing of: them they ene 
nt. $530 1G 


(46) 
ved themſelves incorrigible: Belides, it is to be ebſerved that theſe 
men ( having privately exerciſed their gifts in Meetings with ap- 
p'auſc) bzgan to think themſelves wronged that their | ght was put 
unZer a buthel 3 and finding no remedy in our Churches, threw on a 
_ of Anabaptiſme, and lo gained the thing they aimed at, ina dif- 

U1 2. 

, 2. They called ſuch to Admixiſter, &c.)} againſt all his winding ts 

get clcar of this, 1 only ſay, 7 homaz Gota was thus imployed, con- 

_— whoa t00 much hath been ſaid, except we bad bet:cr to 
ay. 

A T hey have receited ſuch as have ( juſtly ) for moralevil: been caff 
out of other Churches, ade, and never given Chriſtian latisfaQion, 
Herc he endeavours a ſalve, The perſons inſtanced are Thomas Foſ- 
ter, and fohn Farnham, the former ſometimes of the Church at Bil. 
brrica the ether of the ſecond gathered Church in Boſton, He acknow- 
ledgeth they have received them, but on juſt reaſons, or ( at worſt) 
not very irregularly. ' Let the Records of theſe Churches be com- 
pared with this Narrative, an1 ſceif the Anabepriſes have not good: 
Skill in painting, and putting a fair face on a ſoul matter. 

1. For Thomas Foſter, ct it bc obſerved. 

1. Thathe was not only a. Member of the Church of Biltyice, 
but of the Foundation, and at their gathering was fall, free, and for- 
war in owning infant Baptiſme to be an Ordinance of Chriſts Inſti- 
tution: andit he judged himſelf (that netwithſtanJing) to have 
been then a true Chriſtian, he ought to have extenled more charity 
(then hisafter ns honed )to the Church Ral remaining of the 
lame perſwaſion. | 

-2+ That he ſirſtdiſcovere! his receding from that (formerly recei- 
ved) judgement, by diſorderly carriage at the time ot adminiſtration 
of that Ordinance, ao:! being reproved for it, he confeſſed he had 
carricd unbecoming any perſon in any Chriſtian Aſſembly; which 
eayc fatisfattion to the Church. 

3. Though,(when about three months after this, he began, an4 
thence continued to leave the meeting at the celebration of Baptiſm,) 
te was, at a private Church m2cting given to underſtand that it grie- 
v:d the Brethren, and that he had receded from his Covenant, an4 
was advifed ſolemnly and ſeriouſly to confider'of1t, yet he was not (25 
the Narrator aſſerts) laid under Admonition; or prohibited Com- 
mmunion: nor did theChurch ever do any ſuch thing in- private to any, 
(which he knew ): nor did they intend for this,to have debarred hind: 
of: Communion, 4. That 


(217.3 . 
4+ That after this, he neglected the Church Aﬀemblics; and fre» 
quented the Anabapriſt mectings, and was there rebaptized ; and be» 
ing called by the Church at a meeting, at the Paſtors houle, to give 
an account of theſe proceedings; thuugh at firſt he diſſembled, yet 
at length acknowledged, and juſtified his a&ions, (if falſe charges 
may be accounted a juſtification:) For he told them | 

1. That they had /aid him under in, whereas he thought he had. not 
dene amiſ-,but they had not fo done judicially; though they told him 
his carriage was a grief to his Brethren: nor (as have fai4 before ) 
had intended it; fo far is the Narration from ſpeaking truth, when it 
ſaith nothing but matter of Conſcience was ( or could be ) laid to his 
charge, | 

- T hat thty denied bim Baptiſme: whereas they owned him for 
Baptized, and if he was not it was wickedneſs in him (an unbaptized 
perſon) to cume to the Lords Table, 0 

3. That they yoked him with Unbtlievers: which was, becauſe they 
extended Church watch to a.Child (orchildren) of the Church: an4 
yet, for this, he judged his ſeparation lawful, and produced for it 
2 Cor. 6.14,19,17. therein ( implicitly. at leaſt), pronouncing; the 
Church a company of B&elial:/ts and [nfidels; 

4 That they had preſented bims tothe Conrt ] The truth is, one of 
the Brethren of the Church, had made-complaint of him, to the 
Grand-jury, -which- occaſioncd-/bis preſentment, judging: his Free- 
mans oath engaged him ſo todo, whegother dye! means | to..reclaim 
him from bis turbulent carriages had-been uſed; and this he -makgs 
the Churches fault,.: becauſe they did not lay that Brother, under a 
cenſure, for not daring to violate his' Oath, and betray hia Fideliny 
to the Civil Authority, . WF; (A ra an” 5 

' 5. That they had acalt injuriouſly by one of his Brethren, in, laying 
him under Admonitien ] In juſtification-of .which.a there. .nceds-.no 
account be given here; only,: let any; judge. whither .ig. be.a. juſt 
'ground to ſeparate from a Church, becauſe -1 am not fully of their 
'mind in'every'a&t of Adminiſtration : and.-alſo, it ſeems a thing not 
warrantable for a private Member of a Church -(.in.pretence. of ſelt- 
'vinJication ) to vilific and afperſe a Church, of Chriſt ; it this be hu- 
-mility, what/is-pride ? - But yet, fs vg on nc 
' 55; The Church ſtill continued to labour bis.conviction :.and when 
they could not obtain ir, after much patience, they called him forth 
in publick, charged him with offenſive departing, and rending away 
from the Church 3 Gljinglinſel 2 (ubject. of Diſcipline, and. vili- 
WY + lying 


(13) 

ſving the Church by falſe charges : he, obſerving on: ready to write 
his Anſwcr, refuſed'toſpeak any thing, unleſs he were forbidden: and 
nor obteining it, efſayed 'to depart z yea,though required by the 
Ofhcer to ſtay, and hear the Church, he willuliy withdrew : on the 
following Sabbath, he was for theſe carriages admoniſhed, and de- 
barred © ommunion, and not'till then : and after ſome patience uſed, 
being called ferth again, to ſceif it repented him, he remained qbſti- 
nate, and was therefore Excommunicated : and/now compare notes, 
ard lee what will become of Fob» Ruſs conleftarics : - As for his 
retaining the reſpe& of a very Gotly man where he is known (which 
15 ſo boafted of ) it muſt be: only among men void of reatun, for 
{ though we will not ſay but he may have the root in him; yet )he 
hath blaſted profeſſion, by wicked wayes impenitently perſiſted in, 
and-thereby wounded fuch mens charity, who jucge ( as they ought ) 
of the trce by the fruit. 


SECT. X. 


2. 'Relating to John Farmum, we have him: conſefling guilty in 
ſome things, acknowledging a defect, but would not have.it thought 
'Wiiful, nor ſuch asany Church- in their imperfeftion may not eaſily 
tall ints : 'well, they can make great faults litt'e, and: {mall ones none 
"at all. 'In fober carieſt. we'mayfſay'of'thisatt of theirs about Far- 
'»mwthatif int nothing ee theyhadbeen guilty, yet that is enough 
*to'render thim luwinthehearts-of any:good men, and. a: ſhame to 
Anabaptiſts themſelves, A little in ſo dirty a matter is. enough to be 
(faid:- Therefore, == | 
\ 1. They fay when he walked in (ehowſhip with the Church, he eas 
in\vepttation among them for'a very. podly-wen, ] They :ſhould have 
OFeft the word ( very Yout': !'theugh(in chatfity ): they had hupes. he 
"might have the root 6fithe matter-inhim, ,ycthe was never judged 
« ervinent for his piety;{ it was long erehe could obtain Admiſſion into- 
' the Church at Dorcbefte»:- 8 {ome diſcerning Chriſtians: ever:ſuſpe& 
edhim- to be {ol Famnym) lucanonc as heafter proved. wm 
- 2 2. m6 he was depmed'by thens fora Deacon ] 1 ane! yet meither the 
pre!ent Teacher; nor any that have breaded tothe: Chilrchygheſe 
| twenty years, citherdeputed, orthought him fit-for-that Office ; and 
whereas there is but one ſurvivings-of:rhe Founders of that Church; 
heprofeſſeth thereisnever a ſyllable of truth in that:report. 
3. Thar the Oldthir diffat if 1Hiomitogachirfly wponuaccount, of big 
i: Opinion, FS. 4.'T be 


a Tis) | 
4+. 7 bt. ragged iris in theſemen againſt Diſſenters, Wa: the canſe of 
bl: withdrawing, + 4 } 

$. Other things wer gathered t6 this, having a fact of Standal. 
A true ſurvey of the Churches proceedings, will ſhew the va» 
nity of theſe Aſſertions 3 For, = 

1. The Church did nat fo much as deal with him till he had whol- 
of wiekeroun Cowmunion from them, refuling fo. much as to hear the 

ord Preached with them for many months, no, nor fo much as de» 
_ themſelves offended with hum. What now is this rugged 

iriq? 

4 2. When ke alledged his Opinion, the Teacher of the Church 
(though poſſibly ſome may think he did myre than the rule requy- 
red ) declarcd to him, that if be were (0 weak.as nit 19 think, it lawful 
to ſer a I hild Baptizgd, bis witbdratving when that Ordinare: was Ads 
winiſtred, ſbould not be imputed as an «fence + how is it then that &i3 
judgement was the principal thing in that procels ? 

3+ Hflis offence for. wich he was dealt with, was many moral cy.ls 
( and fo @ complicate offence ) breaking forth at once z viz. 2,Re- 
nouncing Communion with the Church, contrary, tu Heb. 10, 2 4+ 
2, Holding familiarity with Excommunicate-Perſons, contrary to 
Math.18 17-2 Thiſſ,3-6,14. 3+ Slanders againſt ſeveral holy and 
worthy men ({ now with Chriſt, ) 4, That having been atten repro- 
ved for thele things, he ſtill perſiſted, When the Elcers repraved 
him for theſe ſanders, he replied, that rhe: wig bt be offen ard ar. @ hoy» 
ſand things, kt carid uot 1 and thatrhere was never an Elder in News 
England was Willing any Boutd vead the Scripturey but thrmfeltier: Ab 
ter this, he was called before the Church, tenderly deals with, and 
thoſe Scripture Rules which he had crantgreſſed were applied to; his 
Conlcience: butin vain. 

At tbe third Church Meeting on his account { Of 0b. 16; 1665.) 
the Paſtor ( Mr, 44aje ) told himit wos expected that after {o- much 
patience he ſhould manifeſt repentance. - His reply was, that he arſe 
red none of their patience, be war humbled for his fine. The Teacher 
(Mr. 44ather) ſaying to him; we-muſt-ſee it by the fruits,he retorted, 
you ee it | you ſhalt never [ee it ; ſome Brethren told hiav his ſpeeches: 
and carriage were very ſioful.they had never ſeen the like, bereplicd, 
4. did.not come hither to be ſnub'd and ſnerl'd at by every ory, and {o he 
turned his back to depart : the Paſtor wiſhed him to tay and hear 
what further they had co ſay, and ſeeing him till proceed, charged 
him inthe:Name of the Church and of Chriſt to ſtay ; he rejoyncd, 


DB 2 as 


(26) : 

do not uſe the Name of Chriſt to me, I am ot one that can hoy ayd flory 
to every one' ; Qexir. \Theſame day he told forme 'of the Bretbiten 
that he wiſhed the Church would Excommunicate him, and then he 
ſhoul41 bz of a better ſociety. On all theſe accounts was he laic un- 
der A'\monition. - Two months after which, being called belore the 
C hurch, he,in wor 's, corſell thc cvil of ſome of the particulars. but 
was obſerve 1 at the ſame tune to turn aboutani Jaugh ; where then 
was his Repentance ? \ The Chu: ch (this notwithſtanding ) waited 
div2rs months long-r, till h- went &n to that height of impicty and 
pr »phaneneſs, that one of the Teaching Officers tetting before the 
Church the Rule concerning Excommunicartion Farnum makcs a lg 
to him ( in rhe Aﬀeimbly j in way of cerifion, and dcc'arcd, that ex- 
cept the Church would yield to f our things, he would have no com- 
myunion with them ; viz 1. They muſt [:t up the Ordinance of Pro- 
ph file, 2 Promilero B eptiz," n1 more Infants. 3, All be Baptized 
(i.e. reb -priznd) thrmſeives, 4. Put away thrir preſent ( ana ftill 
contizuing ) Teachey from bis Office. Upon theſe things the Church 
conclu ed npon his cenſure, only allowing him an'tther months pati- 
cncc: after which ( no reoventance appearing) they proccedcd. 

Now ju1ge : «1. - Whither theſe things have no more than a face 
of ſcan al. and that too, only as they are taken and conſtrued, 
2. Whither their A{miſlion of him, were nut more than a meer de- 
feft in thoſe who fo almitted him, yea, a meer ſcandal. ſtinking in 
the nofthrils of moral mcn- 3. Whither if it were but a deſcth, it 
were not a wilf»/ one, ſince they either had, or might Have had, an 
account of the Churches proceedings with him; and ought to have 
inquired a'ter the true cauſe of his Excommunication, before they 
receirie:! him. Well, it was but a httle fault, and alittle amendment 
was enough : and what was that ? when clamors were revived and ve» 
newet{:7] and then to ſpeak of open an{notorious wickedneſs, if it 
be approved by a ſociety of An-baptiſts,is C/amow., But it's well a 
clamour roufed them;whom ſerious warnings and informations could 
not. And now the Church ( in good time ) ave arſſatisfied, and deter. 
mine to make ſearch; 7] But they knew before, that he was Excommu- 
nicated: only becaule he was an Anabaptiſt, they coneluded it was 
for his Opinion ; We ſee what harm too much credulity doth men. 
Now they ſend Meſſtngers, &c. procure a copy of | procteding s, and are 
convinced, (better late then never ) /uſpend hins, pring himto give then 
ſatirfaTion, adviſe him to ſatisfie the Cheri he had off -natd : ] patchy 
cobling work! a goed Shoe-maker would have fcorn'd it, Who: 
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appointed the Anabaptift Church to be a ſpiritual Court of Appeals, 
to ge cales for, gnd receive ſatisfaQion on the account of another 
Church, in reſpe& of any of their Members? Ex wngue Leonem, 
this teacheth us what Lorcly men they would be,had they alvantage. 
Burt he 4i4 apply himſelf to that Chu ch, and all were well [atiificd but 
6n':;] How did G202man Ruſſ-1 know this ? ſuppoſe all but one re- 
maine.| diſſatisfied z nay what if not io much as one was well ſatisfied? 
where arc we then ? except he know them b-tter then they know 
theaſ:lvesz both che Eld-r and Brethren utterly deny the truth of 
this paſige It is true indeed he did once anJ again (in writing ) 
acknowledge that the Church had exerciſed patience rowards him, and 
that ve bad bren guil'y of fin, and griat evil, both in Word and attion : 
and (orally) before the Church, he confefſed, he had dane wor y wick- 
edly, an1 W 1s ahamei of himſel' ;] The Church then had dore well. 
But why is he not ( then ) upon this reſtore1? alas ! this he ſought 
not; but, the very next Cay declared, that i* he ſpould return into 
Communion with that C hurch, it would be the greateſt ſin that ryey he 
had een guilty of in his life + which made the Brethren ſuſpe@ his Con- 
f: (ſion to be inſyncere, and yet this ſatisfies the Anabaptiſts, they till 
continue to hold Commani n with a vile perſon, juſtly caſt out, not 
ſceting to be reſtore! ; and therefore [by the will of Chriſt ) to be 
counted and carried to, as «8 Heathen and a Publican. 


SECT. Xf. - 

3. That we ave diſorderly, and walk diſorarrly, ] For all his plau- 
ſible excuſe, and abuſe of Scripture in it, there needs no more but to 
conſider, whither it be not to walk diforderly, to reccive into their* 
Communion perſons that are under Church dealing for moral evils, 
yea, excommunicate Impcnitents; anJ not to withdraw from them, 
after they have confeſſed they miſſed it in ſo doing. If this be not 
diſorder, to ſet up a Church for a Sanftuary, or City of Refuge for 
ſcan{alous men who ( ſcorning to ſubmit to the diſcipline of Chriſt) 
preſently take up Anabaptiſme,and know where to be made welcome; 
we may then enquire whither there be any ſuch thing as Diſorder. 


SECT. XII. 

4. We ave diſtubert of the publick pace: ] that this hath ( i 
terminis) been charged upon them, I find not : but that they have 
made Cifturbance among us,is true ; what elſe have been the carria- 
gs of ſome. ( now theirs) when of other Churches ?-with the 
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courſes they have taken to make puny? what their many com: 
plaints into England, and miſrepreſentations of bs, to rendet- us av 
obnoxious as might be , and what this Narrative ? 


SECT. Xitt, 
ST hat we are nulerminers of the ChyrchtsJand js not this true nelther? 
alas that in all things we ſhould fa miſtake ! But this we niean, that 
fuch of theſe men as ſometimes flood in relation to other Churches, 
ſought to draw others away with them ; witnels 7 bomas Gola?s pris 
vate mecting in his own houſe for many years ; where ( living twa 
miles diſtanc trom the publick place of Worſhip) their Neighboury 
( Lipcak things known ) were drawn in, and there were the Churches 
vilificd, and Miniſters ſeeffed at, and means uſed to aliena'e mens 
hearts : and not only fo, but they have publiſhed to the World that 
Infant Baptiſme is a nullity, that we are Churches of unbaptized men 
and women, and have unbaptized Officers; by theſe pleas ſecking to 
draw menoff; and if this be their reduttion, it is in vain diſtin» 
eviſhed from deſtruftion, and is properly Sedugticn, Adde to this, 
thcir readineſs to receive any difcontented perſons, ſo that if any be 
under offence in any of oxr Churches ( though he be never fo vile ) 
let h:m but turn Anabaptiſt, they will take up his caſe, if he can fatiſ(- 
fie them ( and we may think alitcle will do) l:t his ewn ſeek it where 
they can get it ; isnot this undermining ? nay, have they not by 
ther unjuſt clamours, and falſe reports, done more hurt to the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt in New- Eng/ana, than all their Enemies in the world 


beſides ? 
@wTx 

| 6. We nepleft publick Worſhip on the Lords Day ] What he brings 
here for juſtification, is (to us) a conſeſling guilty; that is it we mean, 
' and therefore what we fay, is not «trerly untrue ; only the reaſons 
they give for their ſeparation, are miſrepreſented. Whereas they 
ſay, we would not a1mit any of them to communion with us ; they know 
that our Churches have received ſome that were ſcrupulous about In- 
fant Baptiſme, who were willing to carry inoffenſively ; that we have 
refuſed fuch as were rebaptized among theſe Excommunicate Ana- 
babtifts, is true -hypothetically, viz, except they would acknowledge 
and repent of that a&t; becaufe we judge it ſcandalous, And where- 
as hetce!lsthe, World, we have bren ſout out of aur publick bouſe, and 
the doors nailed ug and we forced to meet withogt in the open Air, on 4 
very.coll day : ) he ſeems to have forfeited all honeſty, fo to re __ | 
t 
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It is true, the Civil Authority here, |Þave (by a very need ul Law) 
prohibited any from ereQting any publick Meeting Houſe, withouc 
the conſent of the Freemen of the Town where they live firſt orcer- 
ly had. and obtained at a publick Meeting afſembled for that end; and 
Licenſe of the C ounty Court; &c. Without ſuch a Law many hope- 
ful Plantations would have come to nothing. And it equally co9- 
cerned all others, with Anabaptiſtsz and yet theſe men ( negle- 
fting this Law) undertake fuch a .- buſineſs. Report of: this is 
made tothe Civil Magiſtrate, who enquired into it, and theſe fallacj- 
ouſly pretend it might-be for a Warehovle, or a Brew- houſe; +thys 
they ſtillproceed, till it become a Meeting Houſe, and is' met in on 
the Lords dayes : Now are they again called before the Council,juſt. 
ly reprovcd for ſighting the Law, and for Diſſimulation; and loving- 
ly defired to be content to meet in priyate ( as before) till the Gene- 
ral Court / ncar approaching) might hear and Cetermine this metter. 
They refuling to promiſe foto co, Orcer was given to nail u ptheir 
doors : whereupon the Anabaptiſts {ullenly meet in the open Air on 
a cold Cay (though a large houſe, and their utual place of-\meeting . 
Noed juſt by ) that they might make matter to frame a ſcancalous 
clamour out of: yet were the Doors ſoon broken open again,and they 
there publickly meet belore the Court. Now! only Cefire to be ſa- 
tified. who gave thele men 'eave to trample all Authority unter foot, 
and live as men that are lawlels ? | 


SECT. .XV. 

7. T hat we are Idolaters : ) For this they quote the late Synod- 
Book, but there is no ſuch wort there : we have not been afraid to 
chargethem with the breach of the ſecond Commancement. Every 
declining trom. the Rules of : Worſhip,omiſlion, or al:eration of Di- 
vine Inſtitutions, without immediate warrant from the' Law-giver, js 
againſt that Command. - 4 

P SECT, XVvl. 


8. wwe are charged to be enewies ,of Civil, Goyesnment.) 1 find no 
ſuch charge: The firſt Germane Anabiptifts were ſo, we hope theſe 
( though they have ſhown too,mnch contempt. of Authority,) are not 
fo far gone, Burt for his ſo.g/oriouſly er b'azoning their, ſervice in 
thelate Wars, it is nether tothe purpoſe, nor ot owuch-moment. 
"That they did jogn againſt the common; Enemy, is true : .$wanzy: (a 
place chiefly'confilting of Anabeptift,and » herethey had a-Church) 
07 he Place phere ihe baegy mage the Exlhanſes bee Chu: th 
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.alfo q being one of two) was as much removed av our four ( *f a 
 - dove forty ) they ſotauntingly upbrajd us with page 15. ) Buſid-s, 


any'man would fight, rather than have his throat cut; it was not for 


-Religion, nor Civil Government, but for lives and eſtates, For Cap» 


tain Trner, we have not abridged him ought of his due acknow- 
ledgement,in what hath been publiſhed.But for his aQts at Conweticur 
Falls, they are byperdolically diſcribed : for 1. There was another 
Caprain and his Company, joyned wich him in that undertaking, a 
man of appoved valour and condut,which at that time he diſcoyer- 
edin his prudent drawing off his me, 2. Captain Turner was at 
that time by ſickneſs d ſabled fromdo ng much. 3 God ſaw meet to ob- 


ſcure the v:Qory by the affrighred and diſorderly retreat of our men, 


the ſl2ughter of many, and death of Captain T«rner. No r did the 
Indians receive the greateſt blow at that time; nor is it the Ana- 
baptiſt true, but vain glory,to ſet ſuch an encomium upon their own 


deeds, 


SECT. XVII. 
We have diſm f:d the charge, now comes a ſtrong A-gument of 
their Orthodoxy, a witneſs from Heaven, viz. their happy preſerva* 


'Tion in the time of the Small Pox ) Letic be remembred, that one of 
-their perſwaſion di. d of it at woborn ( where Fohn Ruſſel lived, and 
ſhould Fave obſerved it) and many of their Children, But beit 


ſo; their Society is ſmall, and ſcattered from Dan to Beerſheba. And 


"who knows;but God'might ſpare them in judgement, to harden them? 


Theſe things are too high for us : only when Grd cemes to chaſten 


- his People, thoſe that are not chaſtened, may ask whither they are 
'r.0t Baſtards; | | 


SECT, XVITE. 
: And now he had done, had not a Book of Mr. 4ather?; come our, 


*to' which he hath afew words to ſay: and a fey hethinks are enough 
” roconfute ſo weak and filly a piece, Itis Titled, The divixe right of 
Infant B:ptiſme: Anſ. ſooner ſaid then proved, Excellently refuted ! 


But he hath a word more in general, and one or two in particular to 
ſay to it+ 
' 1 In general, Any ſober unbjaſſed C briſtian may be ſatisfied, that 


' the main (of one main ) deſigh of it, it to render all that ave. nicknamed 


Anibaptilts az edto## 4s he could) Tatn ſorry for it, that fo good a 


-Book ſhould haveſſo'bad a deſign :' but he'is no undyaſſed Chriſtian 


who afſertsit : an4 if is Arange that that worthy man, whoſe charity 


' hath beego largerofuch men” (as is welt: Khown / ſhould be thus 
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ity, and if he begrrufy it is very #=happy.But divers that baye read 
£ oeD ſpy oy fear i i52 Cr trious and cenſorious flan- 
der. _For his Argumeuts, 11's Anſwered, they are no new ones ] And 
I like thera the b:tteryweri/imun eff antiqai//imum., Had he bronght 
novel pleas, I had fuſpedted him, as I do (for that reeston) the An 
baptiſt; nay, h2 tells us, ( page 2.) he in:ends old A-gomeants, an] 
nd other, But what then ? they muſt have no new Anſwer, being 
ſufficiently confuted already, 1am glad of that, he ſaves me ſome }4- 
bour by ic. He blames him nt for diſputing for what ke believes) nor 
I neither, but think he deſerves commenda:ion, and God hath Þ'cl- 
ſed it to the reclaiming of ſeveral that way irclined, and ſer:li-g 
many m2rein the trath, But why ſhould Mr. Mather Wickedly in- 
jure holy men, by arguing, An Opinion muſt needs be bad, breauſe the Pro« 
ſeſſars of it have miſcarried, ) But Mr, Mathe» hath expreſly decla- 
red againſt any ſuch concluſion. ( Page 25.) This is the ſum of his 
Argument. That Opinion which hath been attended with fignal judge + 
ments 0n the firſt and chief aſſertors of it, and generality of thoſe that 
bave ( eſpecially at firſt ) embraced it, is to be ſuſp:tted ar Erroneens. 
And is it any barm tor men to ſuſpe& chemfelyes, when God feems to 
frown on them? do not the An«baptifts allow this Argument ;- and 
therefore plead tbat Gud kept any.increaſed chem under perſecution, 
( page 2) and wonJerfully preſerved tiem in times of ſicknels,'pare 
12.) which they deſire may be obſerved ; (though this is of Lttle 
weight, becauſe theſe are not the firſt, nor the chicf,) And do not 
the generality of 'the Orthodox, improve this Argument ag»inſt 
Hereticks ? do:h not Zohn Ruſſel uſe it againſt us ? ( page 15.) what' 
befel Corinthas, Manichens, Arine, Qc? Dr. Beards Theater of 
Gods Judgements, Mr. C /arks Examples, and others may ſpeak for 
this. Nay, was it not thus with K orb, with .4nanias and Saphira 2 
and for Gods judicially leaving them to ſcandalous evi's, See Har. 
7:15, 16.2 Tim, 3. 13, and what befel the firſt Anabaptifs? fee 


Sleidan's Commen: aries, and other Authors of great note, quotedby* ..... 


Mr. Mather, | 
SECT. XIX, 


. Bat there isa thing or two in particular which be cannot paſs, 
him ſo near. 'Mr M41 
croboam, 


# chargeth them with the (in of 
| ior with it, ) The Text alladed” 

y 1 Kings 1231, the al is, 'Fereahrem made Privffs of | the 
Diesfiurin Exch 33.1.) ewe: fenbawr fo,they any {hat would 


might 
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_ vithin the viibie. Church, or without it.#-Eeſides, they fa ys Baptized. 


/ ( »6 d] k 
might (undir himy be made Prieft, fit, 6r unfi:: The Zelgich 
and others read it, of both ends of. the People, If a fit man would 
accept it, fo if net, ro the orher end, and take one unfit. The An4- 
baptiſts would have a learned Man, if they could get one of their 
mind, if rot, Fob Ruſſel the Shoemaker, The learned Zepperxs, De 
pelit. Eccl. p. 186, lamenting the low and miſerable eſate of Reli- 
gion, givcs this for one reaſon of it; they make Miniftros De extre>_ 
mitatibus populi, i, e, Sartoribus, Sutoribur, [diotir, &ce : 

He doth not think the 8 pirit is locked up tn the narrow limits of Cel- 
lege Learning,) Noc we neither; nor yet Miniſterial gi'ts to be (or- 
Cinarily ) acqu red ina Shoemakers Shop. We believe mcn areto 
be inſtruR.d, :nd endeavours uſed 3 and that there are Schools cf 
the Prephrts to that enJ, or there may be private m:ars uſed, We 
believe a learned man may prove v.tious; ard ſo not fit to be impro- 
red in that work, Webclicve every.true Chriſtian :eccives the ſpi- 
Tit in his meaſure ; but that he therefare is fit to teach and infiru a 
Congregation, is an Enthuſfaſticzl notion, Truly,ii Goodman Ruſſel 
vas afic manfora Miniſter, we have but fooled our ſelyes in building 
Colledges; and inſtructing our Children inlearning, 

Frange leves calamos, & ſcinde T halia libelbos , 
| Sidare SUTORI,CALCEUS iſtapoteſs. Mart. 
oy haye cnough of his Zaft to peop'c New- England: with. Pro. 
nas, | 
, SECT. XX. 

One thing more, and Fe will diſmi's us: Mr. Mather chargeth 
them with a pernicious Principle in their Confeſſion of Faith, viz. 
That Believers Baptized are viſible Chriſtians, and fit matter for a vis 
fible Church.) How may the altering of a word or two change the 
ſcrce? thewerdsof their Confciffon are; Believers, being Baptized 
art viſible Saints, and true matter of a viſchlaghkurch. Hence (if the 
Anabaztiſts would give leaye to draw conſe es, ( but then they* 
would never have done with us, andthat.jythe reaſonthey cannot re- 
ccive our Arguments for Infant Baptiſare, becauſe they are rotbing : 


- buta few cenlt querces, and that is nothing to the purpoſe :) a man 


might argue.that Be'ievers being unbaptizedare not viſtble Szints;& 
we know they acknowledge nene Baptized but themſelves : and thug : 
will bring in another conſequence, thatihere are no yifible Saints bur: + 
Anabaptiſts, «But ſuppgle a.utan-capnot reach them a blow' w.thi & * 
conſequenee , -let them yet{ay, is,Baptilme adminiſtred to :perfons - 
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perſons are true matter of a vifible Church, and they ſay thoſe that 
were only ſptinkled in their Infancy, were never Baptized ; and will 
not this undermine the foundation of all the Churches in the world; 
but theirs ? and what more pernicious ? They had eyen as good cry 
with Edom?*s Sons, Raz it, Raxt it to the Foundation, 

Ard now he cannot chuſe but burſt out into a lamentation over 
ſuch a ſpirit : But thus it will be in the wor'd, that the juy of ſome, 
will be made the grief of others, thetriumph of truth, will be the 
mourning of error : I pray God this cauſe of the Anabaptiſts lamen- 
tation may be cortinued, by the conſtant ſupply of men zealous a- 


gSainlt errors. 

SECT. XX 
For a Concluſion the Narrator turns Prophet, & gets up to the top of 
Mount E4al, and there curſes the people of God, or theſe Churches 
in New-England: and what is it ſo ſtirs his ſplene ? why they have 
born their witneſs faithfully againſt Anabaptills Errors and Scandals 
an] detedted theſin of thoſe men who, after they haze ( for Lycs? 
Slanders, Covesant- breaking, Ceſpiſing Gods Miniſters, and ſlighting 
the Admonitions of their refpeQive Churches) been in Chriits 
Name delivered up to Satan, have joyncd themſelves in ereRing and 
eſtabliſhing an A»ti-Temple, and ( like the Samaritans of old ) be- 
come a Honnt-Gerizzim, a Den, and Receptacle for every mal- con- 
tent and ſcandalous perſon ( that cannot ſubmit to the Diſcipline of 
Chriſt in his Churches ) to repair unto. And new for this they are 
comparcd to thaſe damnable Hypocrites mentioned Afar, 24. 49. 
and threatned with no leſs then ctcrnal deſolarion., We fee what 
men may come to in time, begin with falſhoods, and erd wich cur- 
ſings. But cauſcleſs curſes ſhall not come, nor need theſe Churches 
regard, if they keep faithful to their God, though Anabaprif s Ana- 
th: matize them, h 


